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Mission 
The Stryker family of vehicles fill a role in the 
United States Army that is neither heavy nor 
light, but rather an attempt to create a force that 
can move infantry to the battlefield quickly and in 
relative security.  

Brigades that have been converted to 
Strykers have primarily been light, unarmored 
HMMWV-based cavalry scouts. For these units, 
the addition of Strykers has increased combat 
power by providing armor protection, a vehicle-
borne weapon system to support each 
dismounted squad, and the speed and range to conduct missions far from the operating 
base.  

The armored wheeled vehicle is designed to enable the Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team (SBCT) to maneuver more easily in close and urban terrain while providing protection 
in open terrain. 

Entered Army Service 
May 2002 

Description and Specifications 
Stryker comprises two variants – the Infantry Carrier Vehicle (ICV) and the Mobile Gun 
System (MGS). The ICV has eight additional configurations: Reconnaissance Vehicle (RV), 
Mortar Carrier (MC), Commanders Vehicle (CV), Fire Support Vehicle, (FSV), Engineer 
Squad Vehicle (ESV), Medical Evacuation Vehicle (MEV), Anti-tank Guided Missile Vehicle 
(ATGM), and NBC Reconnaissance Vehicle (NBCRV).  

Eight configurations are in production now, the first systems having been delivered in 
Feb 2002. The MGS and NBCRV are in development and will be delivered beginning in 2005. 
Performance highlights include C-130 transportability; internetted C4ISR capability; integral 
all-around 14.5mm armor protection and 152mm artillery airburst protection (upgradeable 
to Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) protection with add-on armor); self-deployment and 
self-recovery capability; reduced vehicle acoustic signature; ability to carry a nine-man 
infantry or engineer squad; and bunker and wall breaching capability. These highlights 
provide a force that will move rapidly as a cohesive combined arms combat team, a 
capability not currently in the Army inventory.  

 
Weight: 19 tons

 
Powertrain: similar engine used in Family of Medium Tactical 

Vehicles (FMTV)
Speed: in excess of 60 mph



 

 

Cruising range: in excess of 300 miles on 53 gallons of fuel 

Three block improvements are planned for the Stryker. A crew-installable add-on 
armor kit that provides 360-degree RPG-7 protection, an internal recoil-mounted 120mm 
mortar system, and embedded training that will be provided beginning with the third SBCT. 
Block improvements will be retrofitted to SBCTs 1 and 2 in subsequent years. 

Manufacturer 
General Dynamics Land Systems  

History 
The vehicle is named for two American servicemen who posthumously received the Medal of 
Honor: Pfc Stuart S. Stryker, who died in World War II and Spc4 Robert F. Stryker, who 
died in the Vietnam War.  

The Stryker MGS moved into low-rate initial production in 2005 for evaluation and 
entered full production in 2007. 

Currently the Stryker is in the research and development phase of being converted 
to a vehicle capable of Autonomous Navigation. TARDEC has also tested an active Magneto 
Rheological suspension, developed by MillenWorks for the Stryker, at the Yuma Proving 
Ground, which resulted in greater vehicle stability.  

 
Deployments 

Iraq War, 2003-present: 

• The first Stryker brigades were deployed to Iraq in October 2003. 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Infantry Division from Fort Lewis was the first to field and deploy the Stryker vehicle to 
combat in Iraq from Nov 2003 to Nov 2004.  

• 3rd Brigade was relieved by 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (SBCT). 1st Brigade 
served in Iraq from October 2004 to October 2005. Units from this Brigade participated 
in the Battle of Mosul (2004) and were responsible for the first successful elections in 
January 2005. The Brigade was awarded the Valorous Unit Award for their tour in Iraq.  

• The 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team from Fairbanks, Alaska's Fort Wainwright 
began its initial deployment in August 2005 to summer 2006. Their stay was 
subsequently extended for up to four months and they were reassigned to Baghdad. The 
Brigade was awarded the Valorous Unit Award for their tour in Iraq.  

• The 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division re-deployed to Iraq late spring of 2006 and 
returned home in September 2007. Like its sister brigades it too was awarded the 
Valorous Unit Award for operations in Baqubah, Iraq.  

• As part of a three way move, upon redeployment from Iraq, the 1st Stryker Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division and the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment both cased their colors. The 
former 1st SBCT, 25th ID was redesignated as the new 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment in 
Vilseck, Germany and the former 2nd ACR was redesignated as the new 4th Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division at Fort Lewis, Washington. During the 
same period of time, upon redeployment from Iraq, the 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team was deactivated and reactivated as the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th 
Infantry Division, in Fort Wainwright, Alaska.  



 

 

• In May 2007, the 4th Brigade 2nd Infantry Division deployed as part of the "surge" in 
Iraq. This deployment marked the first time the Stryker Mobile Gun System was 
deployed in Iraq. Also, the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment (MANCHU), deployed 
Land Warrior for the first time in combat.  

• In August 2007 the 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment deployed to Baghdad for a 15-month 
tour, relieving 3rd BDE, 2ID.  

• In December 2007 the 2nd Brigade 25th Infantry division deployed to Iraq.  
• In September 2008, 1-25th Infantry based in Fort Wainwright, Alaska was deployed to 

Iraq.  
• In January 2009, the 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 28th Infantry Division, from 

the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, was deployed to Iraq. The 56th SBCT is the only 
National Guard unit in the U.S. Army to get Strykers.  

War in Afghanistan (2001-present) 

• The 5th Brigade 2nd Infantry Division will become the first Stryker unit sent to 
Afghanistan. It is scheduled to deploy in summer 2009 as part of a troop level increase 
ordered by President Obama.  

 

 


